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Philippines: NDF Declares Willingness to Attatin peace

Hk 190700

(unidentified city of origin) LIBERATION in English apr-may 86

p 2 (tentative?

((Editorial: "“The question of peace can be solved now";
editorial includes drawing of philippine army soldier s arm
covered by mailed glove with caption “"yeou can’tishake hands with

a mailed fist™))

((Text)) The National Democratic Front wishes to reiterate its
willingness to explore all avenues which may lead to the cessation
of armed hostilities and the attainment of genuine peace in our
iand. It has been consulting on this matter with concerned
Filipinos representing different interests, classes and sectors
of our society, aside from taking certain steps as would facilitate
the initiation of an actuval dialog with representatives of the
Aquino government.

Twg facts however stand out. First, the Aquino government has
not officially declared a ceasefire. _And second. the Armed Forces
of the Philippines ((AFP)) have not eased, but rather escalated.

their offensive actions against the masses and the revolutionary

)
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mavement.

j Presidengaﬁquindfiglks about declaring a ceasefire at some
time in the future. Individual AFP field commanders talk about
actually having unilaterlaly declared a ceasefire in their
areas of épcration. General Ramos says there has been no ceasefire.

rnment thus speaks with many voices. The reality

_ ir¥. Aquino asswvthlmffice, the AFP’'S military and
paramiliﬁdfﬁ forces have not only been kept intact, but their
ranks ahve been beefed up to cmpduct military operations. General
Rgmos himsel$ partly confirmed this when he said that six combat
battalions and 42 armored vehicles which vsed to be deployed in
and around Metro Manila have been thrown into “counter—insurgency"”
operations.

This is further confirmed by reports we have been receiving from
the field, including Kalinga-Apayao., Cagayan, Misamis Oriental,
Ifugao, Nueva Viicaya, Davao and the BICOL and Southern Tagalog
regions. In these areas:, AFP units and paramilitary forces have
been perpetrating killings:, torture, hamletting and food blockades.
looting and burning, bombings and strafings, and tong collections
] at highway checkpoints.

On the other hand, the AFP high command to this day has not
acted upon Presidect Aquino’s order (as reported in the press)
to dismantle the notorious Civilian Home Defense Forces. No
decisive move has been made against local warlords and their
private armies. Neither has the AFP done anything to confiscate
| more than a8 token number of the thousands of high-powered firearms
illegally held by Marcos loyalists and other reactionary forces.
No wonder that the "New AFP" continues to be rejectad by the

people. Mere words do not suffice to convince the masses that the

Aald Rennndb wanwacsriiie nevmie haw doadacd wbh camecod &
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the right to the allegiance as the people’'s defenders.

From all indications, warmongering and antidemocratic interests
here and abroad are systematically attempting to sabotage
efforts that further the cauvse of peace. Their motive is to make
President Aquino abandon her avowad objective of sseking
reconciliation and peace based on justice, and to get her to
commit herself firmly to fascist terror like the dictator Marcos.

Foremost among these saboteurs are the Enrile-ramos faction
and US imperialism. theq scheme and work in cahoots with one antoher.
It is not mere coincidence that while the Enrile-Ramcs military
clique pursues its terrorism against the masses and the revolutionary
movement, the Reagan administration has been prodding Mrs. Aquino
to “"modernize” the AFP and launch unrelenting “counter-insurgency®
campaigns.

This early, these vested interests are determined to impose their
will uvpon a government that is just starting to come to grips
J with the enomous problems left bahind by the deposed regime. They
are bant on shielding and preserving the remaining repressive
structures of that regime which are basically intact and considerably
strong. They want to make the peocple’s armed movement a scapegoat
that can always be blamed for the daterioration of economic and
social conditions in the country. In this way, they conveniently
evade their own responsibility for such a deterioration, which would
undeniably enhance their chances of grabbing power for themselves
and excluding the democratic forces from meaningful participation
in the task of governing the nation.

The National Democratic Front earnestly calls upon the
authorities concerned to immediately halt all oppressive and

] punitive actions by government military and paramilitary troops
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patriotic officers and men of the AFP to dissociate themselves

: from those among them who would serve a master other than the
Filipino pecple.

We firmly beleive that the question of peace can be solved.

And it can begin to be solved even now.
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